
European Semester at a glance
The European Semester coordinates the reporting and monitoring of the EU’s economic priorities and the EU’s surveillance of the member states’ 

budgets and macroeconomic situation. The European Semester Starts at the end of a year and finishes in the summer of the following year. It is 

followed by a national semester in the second half of that year. 

In November, the European Commission presents economic forecasts and priorities for the EU as a whole. The EU member states then present 

their programmes in April, with plans and reforms for the budget and the economy. The European Commission and Council assess the 

programmes in June, after which each member state receives a series of recommendations from the Council. The national semester then 

commences, with the member states preparing their national budgets, taking account of the Council’s recommendations.
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