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Context

The Netherlands is facing daunting challenges. Our security, 

prosperity and society are coming under pressure. Social issues 

such as the tight housing market, the nitrogen crisis and the 

wars in Ukraine and Gaza are calling for momentous decisions, 

sometimes at relatively short notice.

At the same time, the many problems encountered when 

putting policy into practice suggest that the government is 

creaking at the seams. The current political turbulence is 

clouding the longer-term horizon. And where political 

consensus cannot be reached, some structural problems  

are being abandoned to the future.

To solve these complex social issues, the government is 

increasingly working with partners: not only internationally, such 

as in the EU, but also with provinces and municipalities and with 

private and non-governmental organisations. Questions are 

accordingly being asked about how policy is financed and the 

public accountability for it. If we want a better future, we have  

to learn the lessons of the past.
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Emotions regularly become heated in the public debate. 

Institutions and scientific models are called into question if the 

outcomes are unwelcome. The public debate is informed by 

fake news and alternative facts. We are living in an information 

age in which new technologies like AI are bringing 

unprecedented opportunities and risks.

Our knowledge and understanding of the effectiveness and 

efficiency of government policy are not keeping pace with the 

challenges. The government regularly fails to provide objective 

information on the outcomes that public money delivers for 

citizens and businesses. To say nothing of its own 

understanding of what it can do better, and what it must do 

better.
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The government’s response to this pressure is to keep a cool 

head, provide reassurances and strengthen national resilience. 

The government has to be clear about what it wants to do and 

what it can do. Citizens and businesses are counting on it to 

work with its partners to achieve definite goals for a sustainable 

future. In uncertain times, when weaknesses rise to the surface, 

a strong government with healthy financial foundations will be 

able to weather the storm. 



Mission and 
vison

Mission
Despite all the changes in the world around us, our viewpoint 

remains the same: public money requires public accountability. 

Precisely because of the social turmoil, we at the Netherlands 

Court of Audit are continuing to do what we have been doing 

well ever since 1814: auditing the government’s management  

of public money in compliance with the rules and the results 

government policy delivers for citizens and businesses.

We establish the facts by carrying out audits and then 

expressing an independent opinion on our findings. We keep 

parliament and government on their toes when they take 

decisions about the future of our country.

Our audits are the starting point for our mission: 

Helping to improve the performance and operation of 
central government and the institutions associated 
with it.
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Vision
As the Netherlands Court of Audit, we are an intrinsic part  

of society. Our independent audits of public revenues and 

expenditures improve the government’s performance and 

operation. We cannot force the government to learn but we 

certainly want to contribute to a government and society that 

recognise the importance of learning. Our independence and 

external audits of public euros and the policy results delivered 

for citizens and businesses strengthen trust in the rule of law. 

We are thus a beacon of democracy. Parliament, the 

government, citizens and businesses recognise this in us.

We help improve 
the performance and operation 

of central government

What do we stand for?

We are
a beacon of

democracy and 
the rule of law

Our audits are relevant
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We are driven by the results delivered
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Audits

Our task is to audit the regularity, effectiveness and efficiency  

of central government’s expenditures and revenues. This task  

is laid down in both the Constitution and the Government 

Accounts Act.

Accountability audit (regularity)
Our annual accountability audit checks whether government’s 

receipt and spending of public money comply with applicable 

regulations, and whether the government implements policy  

as intended. We ask 3 key questions:

•	 Results: Did the government’s use of public money achieve 

the intended results?

•	 Operational management: Is operational management in 

order at the ministries?

•	 Money: Is money received, spent and accounted for in 

accordance with the rules?

We publish our accountability audit and submit our reports to 

the House of Representatives each year on the third Wednesday 

in May (Accountability Day). As part of the budget and 

accountability cycle, we also prepare ‘budget letters’ to inform 

parliament of our concerns about the ministries’ draft budgets.

6Netherlands Court of Audit | Trust in Accountability



Audits of government performane 
(effectiveness and efficiency)
Our audits of government performance assess whether 

government policies deliver the intended results and whether 

the government and the institutions associated with it spend 

public money sensibly, economically and prudently. In these 

performance audits we also investigate whether the right 

measures are taken to put policy into practice and whether  

the measures are conducive to the policy goals.

In this strategic period we will set specific annual goals 

regarding the number of publications in which we can express 

an opinion on policy effectiveness and efficiency. We will 

consider progress against these goals in our annual activity 

report.

Audits at the request of parliament and 
government
Parliament and government can request an audit if, for instance, 

they need an independent, expert opinion on a particular topic. 

We decide for ourselves what we audit and how. It is our 

decision whether we honour a request or not. 
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Audit themes
In 2026-2028 our audit programming will focus on 3 themes: 

security, health and environment & climate.

Besides these substantive themes, the more functional theme 

of digitalisation will rank high in our audit programming. We will 

examine both the opportunities and risks of digitalisation for an 

effective and efficient government.



Strategic 
impulses

Our mission and vision in the years ahead will be shaped by  

4 impulses. We will report on the progress of these strategic 

impulses in our annual activity report:

1.	 Insight into public money 

The public money we audit runs to hundreds of millions of euros 

every year. It is of fundamental social importance to the 

Netherlands. That is why we always ask ourselves how much 

money is involved and whether it can be traced. This can be 

seen in our:

•	 accountability audits;

•	 budget letters.

2.	Insight into results for citizens and businesses 

Our audits begin and end with the citizens and businesses in our 

country. They are the starting point and the end point for our 

work. The government exists to serve them. It is they, after all, 

who finance the government through their taxes and 

contributions. We therefore analyse the results that are achieved 

for citizens and businesses. In other words, we ask whether 

policy is effective. This can be seen in:

•	 the involvement of citizens and businesses in our audits;

•	 the audit briefings we hold for citizens and businesses.
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3.	Impact on learning and improving government performance

Our work is meaningful if it prompts both parliament and 

government to make a difference in the lives of citizens and 

businesses. If so, our work has an impact. To achieve it, we 

carry out a socially relevant and thematic audit programme, 

analyse its impact and follow-up, and strengthen the ties with 

our environment. This can be seen in:

•	 our commitment to improving the government’s Strategic 

Evaluation Agenda;

•	 our monitoring of the follow-up on our recommendations and 

their impact.

4.	Agile and flexible organisation 

The Court of Audit stands or falls on its people. To achieve our 

ambitions, the organisation must respond agilely and flexibly  

to external events and the rapidly changing challenges and 

transitions the country is facing. 
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It is therefore vital that our people can carry out their work 

correctly and that our internal processes are in order. This can 

be seen in:

•	 the renovation of our premises into a transparent meeting 

place;

•	 the use of modern methods and digital techniques.



In touch with  
our environment

We are independent but work in conjunction with other 

organisations. As our primary target group, parliament is the 

first to receive our reports and letters. But our work does not 

stop there – quite the opposite!

Our reports are also relevant to the ministries and public service 

providers we audit, and to our ultimate stakeholders: citizens 

and businesses. We want to enter into a dialogue with them to 

discuss our audits and their outcomes. What problems do they 

encounter? What ideas do they have? What are their concerns? 

And what do they expect from us as the Court of Audit? 

We collaborate with audit institutions in the Kingdom of the 

Netherlands, local audit offices, research centres, knowledge 

institutions and other High Councils of State in the Netherlands. 

Where necessary, we apply our knowledge in our international 

network of audit institutions and other organisations worldwide. 

In international organisations of supreme audit institutions 

(INTOSAI and EUROSAI), we are members of working groups 

and work informally and flexibly with other supreme audit 

institutions on their and our institutional development. 
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With a productive insight into our environment, we can deliver 

even more added value through our work. Being in touch with 

the outside world help us not only to receive signals but also to 

appreciate the needs of our stakeholders. Together we keep 

each other sharp. Our ambition is to increase the impact of our 

audits.

As the Netherlands Court of Audit, we help improve the 

performance and operation of central government through our 

audits. We audit public money and its short and long-term 

results. For citizens and businesses. And for trust in the 

democratic rule of law.
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voorlichting@rekenkamer.nl

www.courtofaudit.nl

The Hague, November 2025
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